THE LEGEND IMPROVES.




“The Porsche 911 of Vapg

How The Legend Of The Vianagon Began.

One auto expert has saild that
i you wand to see what the auto
maotive  future holds, ook o
Yolkswagen

Mowhiere s this truer thanin
the case of the van

Volkswagen infroduced the
b to Amencain 1952, Agrand
total of ten were sold

At first, peopie were sHepll-
cal. This strange-looking vehicle
was bigeer than a car. Not quite
a truck. And was, well, boxy

Precisely, =aid Yolkswagen,
It you have a ol o carry, use a
box on whesals

Soon this knd of ke
bacame clear, and the demand

I

for Volkswagen buses  grew

During the next three decades,
the Volkswagen bus had a fol
lowing ‘as loyal and diverse as
any the automolive world had
aRf Span

Volkswagen always kept up
with the demands of its enthu
siasts. The bus underwent bao
major body changes and thou
sands of other refinements

As a result, owver 5.5 million
Yolkswagen buses hawe been
produced

Al the 1o of this extraordina.
ry evolutionary road stands the
1983 Vanagon, a name we
chose back in 1980, Everything
Volkswagen has learmed in owver
30 years has gone into i

Some of the changes ane ob
wious, Some, even striking

But thers Is one Improve-
menk that far out distances al
that has gone before it

And that is the outstanding
performance of the 1983
Wanagon

Evven the xperts were amaz-
ed. They hailed the Vanagon as
one of the best performing and
handiing vans on the road, Car
and Driver went 50 far as tocall d
“the Porsche 911 of vans."

Let's examing the 1983
Vanagon a little closer to see
wisal puts it in 8 performancs
class all by itself
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The Vanagon with New Water-Cooled Engine.

T

A New Standard Of Performance.

The powerbase of the 1983
Vanagon is its new water-cooled
engine.

The first difference you'll
notice is that the engine is not in
front where most usually are. In-
stead, it's sitting squarely over the
rear axle for maximum traction.

An arrangement that keeps
engine noise at a minimum. Gives
front passengers more leg room.
And provides nearly equal front -
to -rear weight distribution.

Although the new engine is
more compact than its air-cooled
predecessor, it's also more power-
ful—with 22% more horsepower.

But the new engine is not all
brawn. It has brains, too. Aunique
"Digi -Jet” fuel injection system
digitally monitors the fuel and air
mixture for maximum power
output.

Just as comforting, the EPAes -
timates that the new engine is
19% more economical than the
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old one, and 23% more econo-
mical on the highway.*

But of course the ultimate test
of any engine is its road perfor-
mance. So the ultimate test of a
Vanagon is to drive one,

Combined with a re-engineer-
ed transmission and fully inde-
pendent suspension, the new en-
gine makes the Vanagon quick
and responsive, And a pure joy to
drive.

= Based on 49 state fued poonomy Eslrmales
So¢ 1963 EPA eslimates on-back cover
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SPECIFICATIONS, 1983 VANAGON WITH WATER-COOLED ENGINE

8 |
ENGINE GASOLINE | BDD‘I' CHASSIS AHD SUEPEHSIOH
Mo of Cylinders: ... .ot 4 Horizontally Opposed Type .. i . Unitized Construction
2Ty T S e A R 3.70 In. {94.0mm}) Front $uspensrﬂn ............ Independent with Upper and Lower
Ol L e e e R T 2.72 In_ (69.0mm) Control Arms, Coil Springs, Telescopic
6T Sl a1, e P e e e A 117.0 Cu. In. (1915 cc) Shock Absorbers
Compression Ralio . .....ocvcvencmnrorans B.6:1 Rear Suspension............. Independent with Semi-trailing Arms,
Horsepower @RPM (SAE NET) ............ 82 @ 4800 Coil Springs, Telescopic Shock Absorber
Max, Torgue Lbs.—Ft @R’Hﬂ !_'S.ﬁ.E NEI'} . 1085 @ 2600 Service Brakes ............... Dual Hydraulic system, Power Assist,
Fuel Requirement . X .+ Unleaded Only Front Disc, Rear Drum, Inertia-controlled
| 5 Pressure Regulator
ENRINE BIOCK. . .. eeveesseessnnsennesnns, Split Light Alloy Case - ShIx 14
Cylinders . . .......................L‘.astlmnSlems ']:",EE'RMR?'E‘."E'H?"
Cyhr‘n:lEl'Heads rrennsrnreanes s AlUminum Alloy with ﬂhﬂﬁnmmthﬂ“ﬁteeﬁng
Water Jackels Roll Radius
Valve Arrangement .. o..ioioiiis v inens Pushrod Operated ———
Cwverhead Valves, CAPACITIES
Hydraulic Lifters Engine Ol .. ccoveninninrians 5.3 PiNtS
Cooling Systém ........ccvcvnrmeercnnrcns Liquid Ceoled, with R iy v s v s 159 U.S. Gallons
Belt-Dviven Water Pump COOIANE. . .. sevuessnsninnsnsen .2 Gallons (16 i)
FOl AT SN i s e Fuel injection, Digital || Ligtags =" gt Siann el 49.7 Cu. Ft. {201 Cu. Ft. Total Capacity)
Air-Flow Controlled | 2 N —— J
. DIMENSIONS
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM Whealbase, ... .civiavnvaias 96.9 in,
Rt Mol - e T T S 12V Fromt Track .. iiviavdacnnes BEIIN
B e e S AR Rear Track. iu.viveesvavianias LB N
T |10, e e e e B S S e 8 Breakerless Electronic Overall Length ............... 179.9 in.
o R R U 1-4.3.2 g';'a:: "‘H'I"d"rlt-{u ------ s ;gg in.
T T, T 1 5 all Heig nladen)...... in.
Alternator Output............. 14%/65 Amp Max | -Clemnca{ } 25
DHNE TH'.MH TUFI'IIHE 'C'"CE ¥ cva 345 FL Curb-to-Curb
T ] e e Single Dry Plate  Trilok Torgue Conw, E S
TraNSMISSION .......... J-ngedr:lanual 3-Speed Automatic PERFORMANCE MANUAL AUTOMATIC
| TopSpeed......ciccumomenmen SENPN. o wines Bl mph
Transmission Gear Ratios Acrelaration
L macin i e 050 Mph ...ovvvrrrnnnenns 12288 ot 130 Sec
soaaabcin e oei 1.00:1 DEOUMER, ey e orossivaa 1735 Sec, 1.3 Sec ,
Mha e QBEE e - | 1983 EPA Estimates:® -
Reverse ......... s 1oy AT 2431 | Est. mpg Ginc Galif ) o m=l it s cdbovah v |
Final Drive....... 4881 ... ..., 4.09:1 | Est. Hwy mpg (inc. C.aﬂlr) At R 24 I

]
*Use estimated mpg for companson o gther cars: Your acioal mileage may wary with speed, weather and trip bength, Higheay maleage wil probably be bess.
Volkswagen of Amenca, Inc Believes the specificabions in this brochure 1o be comect at (he lime of pringing. Howiver, specilications. standard equipment and oplions ane subpect 1o change

without motice S.Drnegdu}ns may Be unavailable when your car s benlt. Ploase ask your dealey for adwice concerning current avalabality of apbons and verily that your car ncludes the. optonal
Bquipement you onder

NOTHING ELSE IS A VOLKSWAGEN.
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