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AH THE EVENING FADES to night, and one of the long, tree-lined Routes

Nationales ol rural France stretches out ahead of you, some words of W.O. Bentley
come to mind.

When asked why he chose to test his cars by driving them, non-stop, the 600
miles to Scotland and back, W.O. had explained that it was illuminating to drive a car
when tired: all its faults would scream out at you.

Now, more than sixty years later, you too are a little tired. But tonight, there's
hardly a sound to be heard from your Bentley. Only the speedometer, the insect-spat-
tered windscreen, and the ease with which trucks and cars are being overtaken gives
any sense ol the rate at which the kilometres are being dispatched. Even the gently-lit

dials, set in the walnut of the dashboard, have nothing untoward to report.
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them, two cases of Burgundy are safely stowed with
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illuminate shuttered windows as you sweep through

sleeping villages en route to the North.
1I|.E'»"'h-'_'!_l !11.;.1:]!_' you liif‘.t.'i{[ﬂ.‘. 1O press on :i_!'lt_l L_'{!_Il._‘h
the night ferry? The chance to spend a rare extra
day at home, before other pressures claim vour
attention yet again? The opportunity to enjoy the
open road with one of the world's greatest sporting
cars?
Perhaps. But perhaps, too, the attraction of
passing the town of Le Mans in the dark hours of

the early MOrning, on a straight called Mulsanne,
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T“'G DISCOVERIES await the driver of the
Brooklands, a bespoke, luxurious four-door sporting motor car in

B
the Bentley tradition.

The first is the precision of the car's responses to vour
control. You sit, surrounded by the evidence of time-honed skills
of British craftsmanship in hand-finished walnut and Scandinavian
hide. And yet the agility of the Brooklands on twisting roads, its
swilt oebedience to the throttle, reveals that the technology that
shaped this motor car is highly advanced.

As you gain conlidence in its abilities, you'll find that the

Bentley automatic ride control keeps the Brooklands on an even

keel during rapid cornering. without compromising the serenity of

the ride on the straight. The seamless shifting of the four-speed
automatic transmission, coupled with the generous torque of the
Bentley V8, ensures ample response tor overtaking: this combina-
tion ol long-striding pace and low-revving engine makes fast
cross-country journeys an unruffled experience. The Brooklands is

a sporting car that 1s also a ]u.-:ur:.,- car, a businessman'’s eXpress

that ]:-runti:-:r:; its driver true exhilaration.

The second discovery may take a little longer to come
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of you slow to a halt, or as you begin a long journey with
tog l.'h:.-;ing in, you will learn another facet of the Brooklands’
t:l‘l:lr.‘i('h.‘r.

The Brooklands 1s a motor car to be used in all weathers,
and on all roads. Primary satety, keeping car and driver out of
danger, 15 exemplified by teatures hke the anti-lock braking
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while the massively strong bodyshell provides a high degree of
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conditioning and the commanding view that you have of the road
ahead and behind, you will, even in poor conditions, feel comfort-
i'.hi‘.'. L':L|1T':|. i.l.l"l'll i.ll L‘tJrJII'tJ'.

The Brooklands is a [1r:nt|tr_1,'. and therefore a driver's car.
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as I'L'u':l.r':ling and INSPITING when driven at a moderate pace as it 15
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Tl {E CONTINENTAL is the ultimate i‘?‘:]’]t‘l.‘t.liﬁil:_'!ln at

the Bentley coachbuilding tradition. Each one takes up to six
months to complete, for each panel is hand-fimshed, using skills

that have been handed dewn lh:'{}ugh Eenerations. The construc-

tion and uﬁmming of the pnwﬂr-:tss.ist:::], nc'|-:ing hood alone takes
a team of craftsmen almost ten days, the entire assembly being
hand-built on a master g, The end result justities the care: from
inside the cockpit, you would find it hard to credit that the hood is
a solt-top, such is its solidity and luxury.

For all the sense of tradition in the coachbuilt bodywork,
the engineering that underpins the Continental is highly advanced.

Large dise brakes all round, v.a.:|ui]1p1.~.rj with anti-lock sensors and

ventilated at the front, give it immense stopping power: as for

motive farce, it shares the MK-Motronic-controlled Henlle:,,# VE ol
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automatic transmission whose control sottware was developed by

HL‘IH[E_'-.".*E EMZINCers. Combine these with the automatic ride control

that makes cornering seem almost roll-tree. and vou have an open
tour-seater with cornering. acceleration and braking performance
that belies both 1tz accommodation and comlort.

Even at rest, there's something about the Continental that
draws admiring glances. Like its four-door and coupé siblings, 1
LJ]'I.{]E'I!EE.II.]L"-" I'l.ﬂ.ﬁ th" fl‘.’r]llﬁ.':l." ;:I['::.-:»l::nL'L‘: i1. i!"\- il I:‘I.L'H'ig]t ﬂ}. stature El['l(!
elegance, an acknowledged classic.
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surrounded h__v the f-l'.'lﬁl'.ilﬂ(_'!l.'! and feel of the Hinest |_'|1|:1]'||;‘1,- C{:nn::&]l'.;
hide. Ahead ot vou, the rich burr walnut veneer of the dash
Sparlih::-; i.r.| []'I‘L' !'i.'ll!'llighl. TJ‘H: LHaen |'{Ji'.'|.|'.l |.]'I'."|'.'.I':I:T]'|.$: 1i‘|'it]1 I Sllhduﬂd
growl, the Continental accelerates towards the horizon.

{.-]['I II‘]L" I'iE']'l.t sort |.:|EI [J.n':l._\'. 1r‘|'i.1.|1 1.|']L" ['ig]'l[ SOt I:'ll. I:'l.':lmi'.lu;‘l]'liﬂn:i.
there is nothing - absolutely nothing - to compare with the plea-
SUArG T}F f]l'i‘-'il—lg i Elil.!'i-h LIpreT ourer.

And on any kind of day, there is no fast. open tourer that

5tand.~: q'nrnp.'iriﬁun with the H:.-r:l!h:_v Continental.
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“W(}, WAS OFTEN in the works, walking slowly round the shops smoking
his pipe. He was always immaculately and very conservatively dressed, with a very
solemn expression. | was told an amusing legend about him and the apprentices. It was
said that if he saw you doing anything very wrong, such as maltreating a casting or

using a tool roughly, he would stop and look at you, and that look was so penetrating

that you would never grow any taller. If the crime you were committing was very bad
indeed, W.O. would not only stop, he would take his pipe out of his mouth when he
looked at you, and then you would shrivel up and be dwarfed for ever. The final part of
this legend was that on just one occasion, when he saw a young apprentice put his mug
of tea on the machined surface of an engine block, W.O. stopped, took his pipe out and

spoke — the apprentice just disappeared and was never seen again!

a memory of Walter Owen Bentley, the founder of the company and leam leader for the marque’s five

f..-' .”J.'r.l'. IEIAPTET, __.".il.l.r.'l HHJ.I'J'.F_': Past and Presenl |"._IL Nivers Fleicher,




FTHE MAKING OF

;A BENTLEY IS UNDOUBTEDLY one of the ErE 4 quest lor exd

swiftest cars on the road. Its journey through the workshops, in which will be ol
contrast, is one of the slowest, thanks 1o the "'-1|'.|l:r:'1JI:'|.|I_'- -.i.:'r__'ll.".' assemble Iinr.'_'- '-"I‘:_%'i
of individual crafismanship invelved in its creation. varathin, the bette

k_‘lr_-,[l_'lrlg the walput veneer For the Facia
and door trims, lor example, takes many days.
Cui ||_'.' hand, marched I!'r eye, the whorls and
conligurations are stopped out and stained,
:.'|-_-.|.||_'|_'.{*d. F_u'l'l-l_'d .-:lnl '.|".|"|!'| 1J|'I|'-.i o :-:.'-.l:_'.
hours. The veneers and trim for each motor car
are matched side 1o side, so0 that each l.l.'r-'1'l.|:l|.'|."ll.'

set of dashboard and door rails represents a

unigque, MIrror-tmage masterwork.
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ellence. In .|||1'-Iin_" Figw T !-l;l_':'.-.'n_ 1™ Fea=0ns
wious, as the “clean '|||'||:|"I |:||1_- Carmakers
s, |JI|||-\.iI|il__' ..l..'ll.l '\-1I'~||,I|':I'\-|-\.!l|| g I||I.11:":!li|-q,':':'.'\- 1] |:i|-r
r to exclude even the most minute particle ol
dust. Others. maybe, would be less [astidious,
but then Bentley has never built 11s motor cars
the way that others do.

~Such ||'¢||I:w.|||._||:-n:|i!:- mav seem  alimost
I:II:F'-'."\-'\-E'LI:'. ||||| IJ!”.- I:III::"\-ill'li Lar, 1n 14s ||::\.[!|l:' I.'lll.'d'

sures, in its l':lillir-\.llf- L .II'.II 1 s résistdmnce 1o

deterioration, jusitfes ¢y ery cliorl io s ownern
very Bentleyv s |l|u- an amaleam ol

perfecttonist skills, lrom the care with which

- . ' .
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o .

twpe of timber? With a Bentley, individuality ol choice extends deep-cushioned upholstery, to the way that the bare bodyshell s
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\mong the woods with which a Bentley may be specihied are IS journcy '.|'-|m|=:'|- the advanced multi slage paint process
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are being used to create other, less visible elements of the complete
machine. The engine, for instance: each unit is hand-assembled by
a team of just two men. Under their care, pistons and liners are
matched and components checked to tolerances measured in
10,000ths of an inch before the entire assembled unit is dynami-
cally balanced. And to ensure that every Bentley driver gets the
performance he or she has a right to expect. every hundredth unit
1s proof tested: given a full power test, strnpped right back to the
very last nut and bolt, measured and double-checked. The other

l:.]l?.'l 11]1.!.‘_"!.'. oo, are I.IJ“._‘.' H":i-ll.‘-:]. ".'-.'i[l'l. i | 1.'E1I'_‘l'.'k 1'l|. |.]1l."i1' Py Er IZ'I-lJ1|Z|I.I1
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on the engine dynamometer, betore making their way to the next
stage of assembly.

Just as a Formula One racing engine is hand-assembled
for the final edge of performance, so too is a Bentley's. The differ-
ence being, of course, that the Bentlev's performance 18 measured
not simply in miles per hour, but also in miles per lifetime.
And as around two-thirds of all the Bentleys ever built since
1920 are still reported to be roadworthy, that care seems to
bring its reward in the pleasures of ownership. Both for today and

for tomaorrow.
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P{}R .‘1. -H-P.\HT"I?H rl‘lri:I-l.'r]i_.,_'l.l'll.‘11 two-secater. the .I:Ei”.:l!l'.'

to accelerate rom 0-60 :'I"!lEIh (%% km/h) in under seven '_-q_'-u_u_rm_{:, 1%

usually considered enough to earn it the ttle ol "supercar”

When a ;-.p.'n.u.'in:uu:- four-door saloon achieves the same, its
driver cocooned in luxury, that vehicle can only be the Bentles
Turbo R. A motor car which stands tall on the road, both literally
and hguratively, as a dnving machine of dominating presence.

When vou drive the Turbo R, your first experience of hard
acceleration on a stretch of open rosad 18 !IL:L‘ZI_".' to b an un!nrgtl-
table one. So seamlesz 15 the surge al power, so0 silent 153 the
engine’s delivery of maximum force that yvou have the delightiul
sensation that the horizon is .'au,_'tn.;:Hl-. r'u:-.hing towards you, rather
than you towards it.

Where conditions — and the law - permit, you can continue
to allow the horizon to rush towards you at speeds in excess ol
140 mph (224 km/h). And it youre ever lortunate enough to
drive a Turbo R at such speeds, vou'll hind another crucial point

of dilference with the low-slung road-racer. For in the Turba R

dards of automotive engineering, has litt

| ks 4
Your viewpoint s g0 commanding. I:I".l.' SUsSpCnENnn |J|.u-.1.'l- ,||'.||
. ; & .
drivetrain so '-“-I:'“'r‘ll--l1l]l-1.'4|- Tt _'-'1.1IJ|| teel unstressed and in

L'jh.H riL'.‘ﬁ i |'|'!II|J1'||

Ilu.-.ignim; a chassis that could 1'ur11|_'r||_-1|'||.-||.: the turbo-

charged, intercooled 6.75 litre Bentley V8 was no easy task.
Fortunately. the automatic ride control enables you to place the
Turbo R with precision, even duning hard cornening, and without
the suppleness of the nde becoming softness or float. It's an

achievement of which the :-ngim.—-.—r:. at Bentlev are il,!51|_',. Fllul]l.l

A Turbo R, a remarkable achievement even by 1990's stan-

e in common with the

3-litre and Speed Six models that won Le Mans five times in the

twenties and thirties. Save, perhaps, in one respect

."l.JI:|1|Hu;|1 |‘j~.-:1ll1:_~,'.x dominated one of the world's greatest

¥ 3
races for many years, they were never designed as out-and-out
racers. | hey were, instead. pracncal, powertul sporting cars with
the endurance, and the speed. 1o win. A subtle distinction, but one

that the Turbo R owner 1s just as til.'.a_:i:.' to appreciate |IH‘|.I.L'..'.










]:H, OM EVERY ANGLE, the inesof the Continental B
are i:l'r.u|*.|.m|-.'.n_-|_-. I'his 15 arguably the ultimate sporting coupé, a
motor car that represents a |'u'-s'|4_-."_ "\-_'\.'Ilrl'!i."‘-\-i"\- ol "--|-"!.'|'I"-=r|.i'l. E'-Hi“' .-r*-|
balance. The Continental R is a moter car with presence: a vehicle
so rare that lew people will ever see one, let alone drive one

Step inside. The door closes with a sound of engineered
sohidity. You are enclosed in a cockpit-hke interior: gear selector

on the centre console at VO side, leather-trimmed StEering w heel

falling |.||I.' l!Ch'|:|||1|u|'1||.|| K his VL ke al

g '.:,;;Hl:'._L!II'. 0 VOUr redal Iy
bespoke suit, and yet it 15 spacious enough to accommodate lour
adults in combort, as well as their luggage.

Start the turbocharged, intercooled, hand-assembled
engine, and hardly a sound whispers through the deep Wilton
carpeting. As yvou drive away, the sports seats, the communicative
steering and the carelully weighted actions ol brake and throttle

.ZI:“ -._HI'I:'I!!IiI'.I." {4 IH.'JL.{‘ TH 1]|-:I |'[I-.'|‘||." cComme Lo |I|II:‘Z_'-.'I.,'II.I 1I'II|_'|.' -:ZIIZ] |l.l:‘l:'| dl

one with the machine. Just as a Holland & Holland ‘best’ London

H]Ili”':".l'll SEEIN s EOr II_'|||||-'.'. |I'Il:' I"'l" ol vour aim, « llrlllll':r |.I]'l Ml alsy
[ --!:1_1|_||1!|_'| and ||-|,'|_'I~ '.~.i5||r_r;||, conscious  thousht, =o the
Continental R feels |i|.|' a4 molol car vou have |-||n-.1. TR i||":||r_-| a

x||,||1|| ||:|:' el ie

\s vou drive out past an avenue ol trees, their retlections
march up the mirrored expanse of bonnet that stretches out ahead
of vou. You can see all tour corners ol the car: despite 1ts generous
interior Space. the dimensions of the Continental B seem to shrink
around yvou.

I

I'he Continenial B shides along the road, almozi silent, on

barely a touch of throttle. In a minute, you will allow that extraor-
dinary engine Iree rein and experience the massive accelerative
force that can hurl it from 0-60 mph (96 km/h) in under seven
seconds, on to

i gnre‘-l'm-d maxumum of 145 |:||1|1 (235km/hy. Bui

‘.'h

lor now, you re content 1o ler the Bentley stretch and warm s
muscles as vou retlect that the test-drive 1s over, almost belore it

has begun: the decision 1s ;L||'4:.:|il_'.' macle.










CH{-:IE}L\["'-'{- 1'.. f.“':.""-:lll[-“*'lf will never |-|.' d COnvens
I-n:l||.|'| q;h__r.__-ia-,,i.,-,.“__ !| 1% &l ;h.iEﬂ_ l|1._|| IE||_- oMW Ter EL-.h :'ll_::[il :-|.Hi1|.|.|'l.i!:- il'l Hl‘.l.‘
;qlld 15 Fru_']‘:-,n'vr'qi to invest in them. A HL'TILEL‘_‘. 15 d TaAre Cal; but not
chosen tor scarcity alone: it 15 a hand-built car, but to meet the
f_":‘-:l'h’_"'L -|.|1il;ll|_:- L]t liﬂ:r]ill\_"\ I;H.'ﬂ.l'”.".'\- [l:r“‘.'ll.l':"l'll.ll.ll Il:'ll:- 1|'\‘!'|l1i Al ‘l”..“'.-
when all cars are better made and more reliable than in the past, a
Bentley must sansly more than a simple tond-
ness For tradition

In short, the people who choose
|_3-|;"|"::II_"I'|,!~| are I.|'||;,II,‘I_:|{'|||;,II,‘1I| |;||:||||-:4_"|'-u. 1|I'|||{ II"ll:‘_".
cxpect no less [rom the people who design
and build their motor cars. Conventional
wisdom, tor example. suggests that a car
weighing over rwo tonnes will be stately, a
best, in its handling. Bentlevs designers
choose to disagree, and by creanng ARC
manage (o combine the ride comtort ol a

A lomalic | I'i.IL' o r'n|

|.I.|""_._'I"'. Il.l'-:l]l'_'. !HIH'-!'CI:'.L:TI:"I':‘-\-.._Ill:'rl.'llll W |[|| .,l.:_._'||'|I' .||'.-|| 'l.'..'il"lll_'l. h..,l_l'll.”]r'l.l:‘.

ARC's sensors take a multiude of data inputs — aboun
the car’s speed, steering angle, cornering torces and roll - and

process it within fractions ol a second. relaying command: to
special valves on the ftront and rear shock absorbers. In less
than a hundredth of a second. the valves can change between
comlbort, normal and sport settings, giving the Bentley driver a
motor car that corners with virtually ne roll, bur that suppresses

poor surlaces and bumps as a luxury car should.

Ht_‘l'ﬂ'-:'_'u.'.-i Elr'hl":'_Elr.'l'H Arc al }I.l.ill*- (% I-Ei'-tI!IEl.llﬂl'l |J!"i'-"-4"-'|!-
g'1,1||l||;r¥ ,||1|,| {'Hl_"l-: I, '.".i||.'l'. il Comes 1o [hi' ||I-I'- il1i.[ ol IIll.';-r' [ |!.'-.l=il-3‘||:"'-
Il'he 1l-inch venulated dizsc brakes, lor instance, are under the
-.4.1||'.I'l:rJ al Ii'n" -:i!'i‘.l:'l'.:w Fool, not Ili*— Ir."E ITHLL S |l':'-. |.|:II:~ |5 [I:IL' -.I,t|:'|‘.|-|'
:J.;:-lin:“-:\r. |:r|_=|1'.|-,_'1_'r'| 41 Hrr'lllr_'n'..-u |.II:||_'-.' F:::*.\-_-r'r-.| hll.l.l-.l.':- ..slld l]lL'
poOwWer assisted brakes ol other cars, for in the Bentley system, a
|ti|'1:uga.-n-x|1‘|1=_._rm| accumulator,  w m'L:ng il
'._'I:IHH|_1-.|, r.u'u;n-]wl« ihe h."'"i"""li‘ g: the brake
pedal s role is to direct the work, not to do 1.

A\ similar independence of thought is
eviden 1.'|.I||:_'|| ONeE eXamines ||"|-e_‘ mnside slQry ol
a Bentley s engine and transmizsion. 6.75 litres
(412 cuand 15 a sizeable r.*ngfm:. even lora V8.
And yet every Bentley q-q'.lipp-:*d' with a
catalytic converter is certilied 10 Calitorma
standards ol emission control, known as some
ol the mosi stringent 1in the world. .|-.'|‘|:||_'1.'1|'|E s power, fuel eth
ciency and low emissions with the help ol a stare-ol-the-ar
ME-Motromic engine management system.

The low-res ving, Iligh-lm'-.]uq: engme 13 the ideal mate for

|!I1.' '.'1.'|.|:"I|.[|_". :'!Il.:'t'H‘III'l £l !Ul-l].-ﬁl.l'l"ﬂ.".i .'li.ll.l.l.'lldli--'.' [l'..l.l'lhll'lih.--.l.:ll'l.

W I"I'.'I-:ﬂ.' 1J'!.:II:..M_H.' F?ﬂil'l.l.-u .li'HJ :-Tl'litl I]1..I"-|:I1I'I'|:';.III_‘-- WEre .-C.FII:_"-\._'Hlll_il_l.!_‘-.'

-:|1.'1.'-.'Jup-1:4.| lor the sporting nature of the Bent ey margue. 5o
successlully have Bentleys engineers matched transmission to

L'-i:EiI'.L' Il'l.ll. !l'IL"I: l-.'1'll'|||.llflll|iil:HI '-"-'i.” ELI.I!'!.“_'I. Ve I!:IIZ' |'r|n:~.r'l-;rd O
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